
को हि भार: समर्थानाम् किं  दूरं  व्यवसायिनाम्।

को विदेश: सविद्यानाम् क: पर: प्रिय वादिनाम्॥

— Chanakya Neeti

"What is a burden to the capable? How far is a place for the
Industrious? Where is a foreign land for the learned? Who is a

stranger to those who speak kindly?"
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Environmental
Laws
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Definition

Legal frameworks, legislations, rules and regulations
intended to manage environmental problems and
adjudicate upon the contentious issues thereoff in as
just and fair way as possible

Key Points

It’s Not a magic wand.
It’s technically very complex.
Require lots of legal imagination and expansion.
Should be commited to make the societies more
just, fair and democratic.





The Excegency

Climate Change
Hothouse Earth. (temperature of earth stablizing at
4 to 5 degree celcius than pre- industrial level).
0.9 Degree Celcius increase (2014- 2025).
Decreased snow cover, affecting snow-fed rivers
and glacial systems- 70% of the summer flow of
Ganga comes from snowmelt.
Erratic monsoons 

Pollution of All Kind

National averae AQI - 100 to 150 (moderate to
poor). During 2025, at the extremes the NCR saw
AQI levels in the Hazardous category i.e 700 to 800
or even more.
Soil pollution, water pollution and noise pollution-
exponential increase.

Economic, Social, and Health
Concerns

Decline in wheat production by 4-5 million tonnes
with as little as a 1ºC rise in temperature
Climate refugees.
sporadic spread in climate related health issues
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The nation ranks 23  in CCPI ranking- Medium
performing.

rd



The Aravalli
Concern
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The Core Legal Conflict: Definition
vs. Ecology
The Definitional Battle over the 100m Benchmark.

Landmark Judicial Precedents
The Big two  of India’s Environmental
Jurisprudence. MC Mehta andT  .N. Godavarman.

The Mining & "Strategic" Exemptions
National Interest at the logger Head-
Development or Conservation.

Implications
Environmental.
Legal .
Policy.



The Core Legal
Conflict: Definition vs.

Ecology
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The 100 Metre Rule (Nov 2025)
The Supreme Court initially accepted a
government recommendation defining the
"Aravali Hill" as any landform with an elevation of
100 metres or more from the local relief

The Exclusion Risk
Environmentalists argue this is a "death warrant."
Forensic satellite audits (Jan 2026) suggest that
nearly 31.8% of the range—including vital water
recharge zones and low-elevation ridges—falls
below this 100m threshold, effectively stripping
them of legal protection

The Stay (Dec 2025 - Jan 2026)
The SC (under CJI Surya Kant) has put this
definition in abeyance (on hold) to seek
"impartial expert opinion" on whether this
elevation-based metric undermines ecological
integrity.



Landmark Judicial
Precedents
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M.C. Mehta v. Union of India
(1985/2004/2009): The foundation for mining
bans in Haryana (Faridabad, Gurugram,
Mewat).

T.N. Godavarman v. Union of India
(1995/2024): The "Forest Case" that
expanded the definition of forests and
currently serves as the vehicle for the Aravali
suo motu proceedings.

Established key principles like "absolute liability"
and the "polluter pays" principle.

The famous “forest case”- massive, ongoing
Supreme Court oversight on forest conservation,
including the protection of "deemed forests" and
the creation of the compensatory afforestation
fund (CAMPA). 



A recurring legal theme where the court asserts that
the Aravalis are a national asset held in trust by the

state, not a resource to be liquidated for mining
revenue.

Public Trust Doctrine



The Current Status
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The Moratorium

The "Strategic" Loophole

Currently, there is a ban on fresh mining leases
until a Management Plan for Sustainable Mining
(MPSM) is finalized by the Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE).

The 2025 rulings carved out exceptions for
atomic, critical, and strategic minerals (e.g.,
uranium, lithium). Lawyers and activists are
debating whether this allows private entities to
bypass environmental clearances under the
guise of "national security."



Current Status of the Aravali Case

The "Pause" and Judicial
Re-calibration

Verdict Abeyance: On December 29, 2025,
the Supreme Court (SC) stayed its own
November 20 verdict that had established
a restrictive 100-metre elevation definition
for the Aravalis.

Stay Extended (Jan 21, 2026): In the most
recent hearing, a three-judge bench led by
CJI Surya Kant extended this stay,
maintaining the status quo on all mining
and construction activities.
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Genesis of Environmental
Laws in India
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Indian forest Act 1865
first British law in India to assert state control over forests, enabling the
government to declare any forested area as "State Forest" for resource
extraction, especially timber for railways

Wild birds & Animal Protection Act 1912
Law to protect specific wild birds and animals by restricting their capture,
killing, and trade, allowing local governments to declare "close times" and
protect scheduled species

Shore nuisance Act 1853
aw designed to clear obstructions and pollution below the high-water
mark in the harbours of Bombay (Mumbai) and Kolaba for safe shipping,
empowering Collectors to order removal and abate nuisances, though it's
now obsolete, superseded by modern environmental laws like the Water
Act, 1974



The Pivotal Point-The
Stockholm Declaration,
1972-
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UN Conference on human environment &
Development in 1972.

26 principles related to environment
& development were laid down in this
conference.

After the conference, India made 42nd
amendment in the constitution, & incorporated
article 4 8 A & Article 51A (g).

linked human rights, development, and
environmental protection, recognizing humanity's
role in shaping its environment, and leading to
the creation of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)

magna carta of Environmental Law

https://www.google.com/search?q=United+Nations+Environment+Programme+%28UNEP%29&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIN1177IN1177&oq=stockholm+declaration&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyCQgAEEUYORiABDIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABDIHCAgQABiABDIHCAkQABiABNIBCDYwMTRqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwimqtLisZ6SAxVZTWwGHSCMKHcQgK4QegYIAQgAEAU
https://www.google.com/search?q=United+Nations+Environment+Programme+%28UNEP%29&rlz=1C5CHFA_enIN1177IN1177&oq=stockholm+declaration&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyCQgAEEUYORiABDIHCAEQABiABDIHCAIQABiABDIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABDIHCAgQABiABDIHCAkQABiABNIBCDYwMTRqMGo0qAIAsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwimqtLisZ6SAxVZTWwGHSCMKHcQgK4QegYIAQgAEAU


Constitutional Provisions
for Environment
Protection:
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Article 21
The 'Right to Life' - The constitution of
India provides us - The right to live in a clean &
healthy environment.

Article 38
Social order for the welfare of people
through unpolluted & clean environment.

Article 51 A (g)
It shall be the duty of every citizen of India to
Protect and improve the natural environment -
forests, lakes, rivers, wild life, and have
compassion for living creatures.
It is fundamental duty of citizen but not
enforceable as Law.

Article 48A

Protectionist Policy:
Improvinistic Policy.



A Glimpse -Environment Protection Laws



The Water (Prevention &
Control of Pollution)
Act - 1974
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The first law passed in India to prevent diposing
domestic & Industrial pollutants without
teatment into rivers.

For the prevention & control of water pollution &
for maintaining or restoration of wholesomeness
of water in the country.

CPCB & SPCB were established under the act.

Coordination: SPCBs implement CPCB guidelines
and national laws at the local level.

Dual Compliance: Most industries need both
SPCB consent (for local operations) and CPCB
certification/compliance (for national waste/EPR
rules) for full legal operation.



THE AIR (PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF
POLLUTION) ACT -1981
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The Air Act (1981) was enacted following the 1972 Stockholm Conference to ensure the
preservation of the earth's natural resources, specifically the air. Primary Mandate: To
provide for the prevention, control, and abatement of air pollution.

Key Definitions (Section 2):

Air Pollutant: Any solid, liquid, or gaseous substance (including noise, added via 1987
amendment) that is injurious to humans, living creatures, plants, or property.

Air Pollution: The presence of any air pollutant in the atmosphere.

Regulatory Framework:

Established the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) at the national level.
Established State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) at the regional level to monitor and

enforce standards.

Scope: Extends to the whole of India, empowering the state to declare any area as an "Air
Pollution Control Area" where emissions can be strictly regulated.



THE AIR (PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF
POLLUTION) ACT -1981
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Powers, Functions, and Enforcement

The Act provides regulatory bodies with significant teeth to enforce environmental standards and penalize
violators.

Functions of the Boards:

CPCB: Advises the Central Government, coordinates activities of State Boards, and sets National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS).

SPCB: Inspects industrial plants and control equipment, collects air samples, and grants "Consent to Operate"
(CTO) to industries.

Major Powers of SPCBs:

Power of Entry: To enter and inspect any place for compliance.
Power to Sample: To take samples of air or emissions for analysis.

Direction of Closure: (Under Section 31A) Power to order the closure of an industry or cut off its
electricity/water supply if it violates norms.

Penalties:
Failure to comply with directions can lead to imprisonment (up to 7 years) and heavy fines.

The "Polluter Pays Principle" is implicitly integrated into the enforcement mechanism.





The Jurisdictional Matrix & Statutory ScopeRraj V Ssingh January 24  , 2026th



Procedural Innovation & Natural JusticeRraj V Ssingh January 24  , 2026th



Suo Motu Powers & Investigative JurisprudenceRraj V Ssingh January 24  , 2026th



Remedial Powers & The "Green" PenaltiesRraj V Ssingh January 24  , 2026th



Advanced Challenges & 2026 OutlookRraj V Ssingh January 24  , 2026th



In recent times, Indian pollution laws have transitioned from
purely "command-and-control" regulations to a sophisticated,
market-linked, and technology-driven framework. The latest

legal trends emphasize fiscal accountability, the "Right against
Climate Change," and the professionalization of

environmental compliance.

Latest trends in Indian Pollution Control Legal Landscape
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The Fiscal Revolution – Environmental (Protection) Fund Rules, 2026
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Judicial Milestone – The Right Against Climate Change
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Mandatory Environment Audit Rules, 2025
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Environment Audit Rules, 2025: Key Regulatory FrameworkRraj V Ssingh
January 24  , 2026th



Decarbonization & The Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS)
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Circular Economy & Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
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The Paradigm Shift
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The Path Forward (2026 &
Beyond)

"The exigency of the environment is the exigency of survival. Our laws must not only
be written for the present but must safeguard the ‘Intergenerational Equity’ of the

future."



Thank You
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