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Press Release
The Institution of Engineers (India), UP State Centre, Lucknow celebrated

‘61st National Maritime Day’ on subject ‘Sustainable Shipping Opportunities and Challenge’

Today on 05/04/2024 at Engineers’ Bhawan, River Bank Colony, Lucknow celebrated National Maritime
Day with the theme “Sustainable Shipping : Opportunities and Challenges”’. The Keynote Speaker of this
program was Er. Samir Kumar Jain, Chief Engineer, Anglo Eastern Ship Management, Singapore.

He told that the 5th April is celebrated as National Maritime day every year when SS LOYALTY Indian
owned and registered Ship sailed from Bombay on 05Apr1919, despite many efforts by British govt in
India to discourage it. It was made possible by pioneering spirit of Serh Walchand, and Narottam
morarjee who founded scindia steam Navigation company. This was also appreciated and mentioned by
Mahatma Gandhi in his article in Young India. India is endowed with a large coastline of 7500 Kms.,
inland waterways of nearly 14,500 Kms., more than 200 major and minor ports. Indian merchant marine
fleet today stands at 1526 ships with tonnage of 13.7 Million GT. Nearly 95% of India’s overseas trade by
volume and 75% by value is carried through maritime transport and approximately 92% of these goods
are carried through foreign flagged vessels. India has more than 500 thousand registered seafarers out
of which about 250 thousand are employed in a year, 85% on foreign flag and 15 % on Indian flag ships.
For Indias growing Economy Shipping will be key driver in its growth, however there will be challenges
such as technical complexities extend to regulatory compliance, with the industry grappling with
adherence to stringent emissions standards and the effective implementation of environmentally
conscious practices. Alternative energy sources such as LNG, Hydrogen, Methnol, Ammonia, solar and
wind energy are being seriously considered to reduce environmental impact. In this intricate landscape,
the maritime sector has the opportunity to lead the charge in pioneering advanced technical solutions
that not only ensure compliance with environmental regulations but also drive the industry towards a
greener and more technologically sophisticated future for growth of India on March to a world power
and becoming third largest economy of the world in near future.

At the beginning of the program Shri Masarrat Noor Khan, FIE, IP Chairman of the Institution of
Engineers, UP State Centre, welcomed all the visitors and introduced the Keynote Speaker. Shri Sanjay
Srivastava, Engineer-in-Chief, PWD (Retd.) gave the bouquet and a memento to Shri Samir Kumar Jain,
Keynote Speaker. The program concluded with the vote of thanks by Shri Masarrat Noor Khan. A large
number of audience participated in the program.
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